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Abstract. The paper aims to highlight the necessity of financial resources for farmers 
and small and medium-sized enterprises in rural areas, and generally for sustainable rural 
development. The material and methods used in carrying out this research was a survey 
applied in the Centre Development Region of Romania in 2008, on both farmers who did and 
did not benefit from loans provided by the FAER and LAM foundations. The comparative 
analysis of households and small and medium-sized enterprises for farmers and entrepreneurs 
under survey is presented in Table 1. Significant evolutions can be observed especially in the 
case of small and medium-sized enterprises that benefitted from loans, as well as professional 
training courses 
Tab 1. 
Situations of FAER/LAM loan beneficiaries before/after the loans (%) 
Category of respondents Prosperous Stagnating Facing difficulties I don’t know/I don’t respond 
A  -Before loans 31,8 40,5 22,7 5,5 
A  -After loans 69,4 9,1 4,5 17,0 
B  -Before loans 26,3 60,4 10,3 3,0 
B  -After loans 40,9 36,8 8,2 14,1 
C  -Before loans 47,4 36,8 10,5 5,3 
C  -After loans 72,5 9,3 6,1 12,2 
Total sample -Before loans 30,6 50,8 13,9 4,7 
Total sample -Before loans 56,5 22,1 6,9 14,5 
Differences total sample 
-25,9 28,7 7,0 -5,8 
   Legend:   
A = farmers who benefitted from FAER/LAM loans and training;   
B = farmers who benefitted from FAER/LAM loans; 
             C = small and medium-sized enterprises who benefitted from FAER/LAM services. 
Conclusions show the necessity of such services in the context of complex issues that Romanian 
farmers face, as well as the rural population on an overall. 
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